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TOUR THROUGH SILESIA.  1Qr

LETTER XXI.

Landeck—1Its Baths and mineral Waters—
Beauty of its Environs—The River Biele
—Waterfull' at Wilfelfgrinde—Ruins of
the Town of Habelfewword.

Glatz, 25th Auguft,
Tue governor of the town being abfent
with the King, who was holding a review at
Neifs, I fent my compliments on Saturday
morning to the commandant, with a requeft
to fee the fortrefs, which had been men-
tioned as the only thing worthy of remark
that we fhould find in this town; but he
took fo much time to deliberate, whether in
the abfence of the governor he could give us
the permiffion, that 1 concluded that day to
go on Landcck, which we did in one of
the common carriages of the country.  Lan-

deck is a fmall town three German miles
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diftant, with baths and mineral wa
which are much frequented by company i
fearch of health or amufement during
months of July and Auguft. Now there
is fearcely any body there, but our landlord

at the inn told us there had been much
company before the King and Queen came:
into Silefia, and expreffed a hope and belicf
thatafier the review at Breflau many of them
would again find leifure enough to be fick,
and come fo bathe and drink a little more,
The bath waters are about milk-warm;  thofe
they drink are cold and clear as cryftal, but
fo much impregnated with fulphur, that they
tafte like bilge-water. Whatever their effi-
cacy may be, T have never fecn any bathing-
place, the fituation of which had an appear-
ance more calculated to preferve or reftore
health than Landeck. It is in a valley,
furrounded by bills more or lefs clevated,
fome of which ate ftll covered with forefts
of fately trees, while others prefent the
afpeét of cultivation to their very fummits.
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On the fide of one of thefe hills are the twe
baths; the church; a large and clegant houfe
‘built by the Governor of Glatz ; another,
Iefe {pacious, builtby the Count Hoym, the
directing minifter of Silefia, for his fon-in-
Jaw Count Maltzahn ; the faloon or hall,
in which a table d’hote is kept, and a few
apartments for the accommodation of the
bathers, and various other buildings. Upon
another hill, about half a mile diftant from
the baths, is a fort of temple, built likewife
by Count Hoym, which occafionally ferves
for a dining-room, as it did on Friday to the
Queen, when fhe vifited Landeck. All the
wood iis left upon this hill, which is only
laid out in walks, with here and there a
fquare or circular open plot with ftone
benches, upon which the weary faunterer
may repofe.  About the centre there is a
pyramid ere@ted upon a high bafis of ce-
mented flones, dedicated to the proteéting
deity of the grove. In the valley at the foot
of thefe hills the river Biele rolls rapidly

o
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along its penurious fiream, which, like all
the other rivers in this country, would in
America fearcely be dignified with the m‘:
of a brook. Near the baths are feveral glafs-
fhops, and workmen who grind and cut
glafs ; the article itfelf is made at Fricdrichf-
grund, three miles beyond Glatz. It is
much better than that of Warmbriion, and
about equal to the Bohemian glafs at Neus
seelt, though nearly double its price.

That pleafing and continual interchange
of hill and dale, of wild rocky mountains
and green meadowy vallies, of thick tall
gloomy forefts, and harveft-laden fields,
which has given us fo much pleafure from
the moment of our departure from Bunzlau,
has been as ftriking on the road to Landeck
as in any part of our journcy. But there the
roads practicable for our carriage, and all
the pleafant part of Silefia, end. We have
already difcovered, by the increafing wretch=
ednefs of the inhabitants, by the gradual
degeneracy of the inns, and by the growing.
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proportion of Catholics, that we were faft
approaching the borders of Upper Silefia
and of Poland. Beyond Landeck we had
been affured before we left Berlin that we
fhould find very little for inftruction, and no~
thing for pleafure. We had therefore fixed that
for the bound of our outward excurfion;
and having on Saturday cvening and yelter~
day morning fatisfied our curiofity with a
view of what was rema:kable in the place,
between eleven o’clock and noon fet out
upon our return. But we doubled at leaft
the diftance of the way, and more than
trebled it in the badnefs of the roads, by
going to fee the waterfall ac Wolfelfgriinde.
If you have ever flood at the cdge of a pre~
cipice two hundred fect fteep, with your arm
round a tree, about as big as itfelf, thooting
out from the fide of the abrupt, to hang over
and look down upon a fheet of water that
pours in a beautiful arch from a rock eighty
feet downwards, and dafhes in faowy foam
uponanother rock ; or if you have ever flood
o2
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at the bottom, in the narrow cleft between.
two high mountains which look as.if they
bad been fplit afunder at one ftroke of 2
Almighty hand ; and there, in the thrilling
coolnefs of a fpot which never beheld the
radiance of the fun, with the filvery {pray
{prinkling your face like dew, looked upto
the maflive fragments of rock over which
bang the fteep declivities of mountains clad
with datk, lofty, majeflic trecs, rifing in
sows behind. cach other, like an amphithe-
atre;;.if you have fcen and felt all that a fcene
like this infpires, but which would difdain
to be conveyed by deferiptive powers infi-
nitely (uperior to mine, then, my dear bro-
ther, I am not affaid of your inquiring whe-
ther [ have not had enough of waterfalls.
That of Walfelfgriinde is about the fame
height as the Kochel-fall, but has a much
greater effet than cither of the three we had

feen before, being much better fupplicd with
water.
We had not been fully aware of the dif-
s
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tance and badnefs of the roads we had: to-
travel, and made it later before we left Lane.
deck than we fhiould have done to return: at
night to Glatz. It waseleven at night before:
we reached the gate, and found they had been
fhut atten, after whichi they never admit any
body into the town. We were thercfore:
obliged o' take up our quarters at ar’ inni
without the walls, and come into the cityr
this morning. Upon our return’ we paffedt
through the ruins. of what one: week ago
was the town of Habelfchwerd ; laft Mon-
day it was burnt toafhes, and we now found
nothing but the walls of the houfés more or
lefs in ruins. A few houfes without the
walls, and a church, have been fpared, amidft
the general devaftation.  Before the doors of
thefe houfes were numbers of women and
children, apparently robbed of their habita-
tions, and only houfed by the charity of their
neighbours. Here and there in the firects,
amidft the heaps of rubbifh, or within the
fhells of the houfes, a folitary forrowing
03
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form feemed lingering on the fpot of i
former refidence.  Before the crucifix at ¢!
gate a child of twelve or thirteen years
age was knecling, probably to implore a.
fhelter of that Being whofe dreadful vifita-
tion had taken away the roof from over her
head.  The gloom of this difmal fcene was.
heightened by the dufk of cvening, as we
paffed through thefe relics of calamity, and.
made it altogether one of the moft melan~
choly fights I ever beheld.







